The Small Catechism of Doctor Martin Luther

The Creed, the Second Chief Part: The goape[
Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary;
and that He is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost an
condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins
from death and from the power of the devil; not with old

or silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and with His
innocent suffering and death; in order that I might be His
own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in

We Christians should  everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even

know that if God is not  as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

in the balance scale to This is most certainly true.
give it weight, we, on

our side, sink to the ground. | mean it this way: if it cannot be said that God died for us, but only a
man, we are lost; but if God’s death and a dead God lie in the balance, His side goes down and
ours goes u like a light and empty scale. Yet He can also readily go up again, or eaE) out of the
scale! But He could not sit on the scale unless He become a man like us, so that it could be called
God’s dying, God’s martyrdom, God'’s blood, and God'’s death. For God in His own nature cannot
die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is called God’s death when the man
dies who is one substance or one person with God. — Martin Luther, On the Councils and the
Church, LW 41, pp. 103-4.

FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE - MATTHEW 27:45-54

: “Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour
e 1Y . there was darkness over all the land. And about
=7 the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘M
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?¢’
Some of those who stood there, when they heard
that, said, ‘This Man is calling for ‘Elijah!’
Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge,
filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and
offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, ‘Let Him
alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.’
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and
yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split,
and the graves were opened; and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and
coming out of the graves after His resurrection,
@ = they went into the holy city and appeared to
@~ many. So when the centurion and those with
. | him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the
eartfu?uake and the things that had happened,
they feared greatly, saying, ‘Truly this was the
Son of God.” And many women who followed
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were
there looking from afar, among whom were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.”

A VERSE TO REMEMBER
“It is finished!” — St. John 19:30

Jesus is sacrificed for the sins of the world
Peter Paul Rubens, oil on panel - 1620




