The Small Catechism of Doctor Martin Luther
The Creed, the Second Cﬁiqf Part: The gospe[
Explanation of the Third Article

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
%ifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He
calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly
Scriture testifies that  TOrgives me and all believers all our sins; and at the last day
pregsdy the substance He Will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and
of this our flesh, but all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.

without sin, shall arise,

and that in eternal life we shall have and keep precisely this soul, although without sin. If there
were no difference whatever between our corrupted body and soul on the one hand and original
sin on the other, then it would follow, contrary to this article of our Christian faith, either that our
flesh would not rise on Judgment Day and that in eternal life, instead of this essence of our body
and soul, we should have another substance or another soul since we there shall be without sin, or
else that sin would be raised and would be and remain in the elect in eternal life. — Formula of
Concord, Solid Declaration, article I, paragraphs 46-47, Book of Concord, Tappert, p. 516.

FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE JOHN 16:15-23a

“A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, because | go
to the Father.” Then some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is this that He says to us,
‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and ‘be-
cause | go to the Father’?” They said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do
not know what He is saying.” Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them,
“Are you inﬂuiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me;
and again a little while, and you will see Me’? “Most assuredly, | say to you that you will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into
{'og. “A woman, when she is in
abor, has sorrow because her
hour has come; but as soon as she
has given birth to the child, she
no longer remembers the anguish,
for joy that a human being has
been brought into the world.
“Therefore you now have sorrow;
but | will see you again and your
heart will rejoice, and your joy no
one will take from you. And in
that day you will ask Me nothing.
Most assuredly, | say to you,
whatever you ask the Father in My
Name He will give you.”
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A VERSE TO REMEMBER
“l am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in Me, though
he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die.” — John 11:25-26




